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VACCINE ROLLOUT 
A HUGE SUCCESS

News from your Member of Parliament, Alex Burghart
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The rollout of the Covid-19 
vaccination programme 
continues to be an enormous 
success, with booster jabs 
now available for priority 
groups, thanks to the way 
the Government, NHS staff 

and local volunteers have 
worked together.

Our area hit the headlines 
last year when it became the 
epicentre of a second wave 
of the virus caused by the 

Alpha variant, with Brentwood 
Community Hospital swiftly 
transformed into a specialist 
Covid centre for treating and 
rehabilitating those worst 
affected by the virus.

Thanks to the Government’s 
investment in vaccine 
research and its world-
leading vaccine procurement 
and rollout, by January 
2021 first jabs were being 
administered. Less than a 
year later, more than 80% 
of people in our area have 
been vaccinated.

I am extremely grateful 
to local NHS workers – 
including the Mayor of 
Brentwood, Cllr Olivia 
Sanders – who kept me 
up-to-speed on what they 
were seeing in hospitals and 

vaccination centres, such as 
the Brentwood Centre. I have 
heard nothing but praise for 
the orderly running of the 
system. 

We will have to learn to live 
with coronavirus. The vaccine 
booster programme is being 
rolled out and we are ready 
to deliver. Together we have 
dramatically weakened the 
link between the disease 
and both hospitalisation 
and death. Thank you to all 
who’ve played their part. n

Meeting lead vaccinators 
at the Brentwood Centre 

New Funding 
for More 
Police Officers 

Thanking staff at Brentwood Community Hospital where Covid patients were treated

Alex Thanks NHS and Volunteers for Covid Work 

Get your Booster Now



The protection of the green belt is a key issue 
across Brentwood and Ongar, and I am liaising 
with local councils and Ministers to ensure 
unauthorised development within green belt 
areas is stopped.

There are a number of areas – including 
Willingale, High Ongar, Navestock and Warley 
– with particular concerns and I have met with 
residents, Parish Councils, and Cllrs Chris 
Whitbread and Chris Hossack, the Leaders of 
Epping Forest District and Brentwood Borough 
Councils, to discuss what action can be 
taken to prevent land being built on without 
permission. 

Currently unauthorised development is subject 
to lengthy planning appeals and court battles. 
I am making the case in Westminster for a 
speedier process and have spoken to the 
Home Secretary and the Secretary of State for 
Housing, Communities and Local Government. 
I fully understand the strength of feeling on this 
subject and will fight for the countryside to be 
protected and the law obeyed. n

Meeting Moreton Primary School’s 
Head, Nikki Batt, and Christmas 
Card Competition finalist, Eden 

Supporting Local 
Business Through Covid

Within days of the UK going 
into lockdown in March 2020, 
HM Treasury set up schemes 
to support businesses, paying 
80% of wages through furlough, 
making regular payments to 
many self-employed people, and 
offering business rate holidays, 
Government-backed loans and 
grants. In Brentwood and Ongar 
alone, Coronavirus Business 
Interruption Loans and Bounce 
Back Loan Schemes meant that 
businesses received 3,755 loans 
worth £170m.  

Brentwood Borough Council and 
Epping Forest District Council 
administered hundreds of 
thousands of pounds of grant 
payments to local businesses, 
with council staff setting up 
systems while working from 
home. 

I have been in constant 
contact with Ministers and 
government departments 
representing the needs and 
concerns of local businesses 
who have been particularly 
badly affected, including travel 

agents and wedding venues. 

Unfortunately, Brentwood High 
Street lost a number of well-
known shops and I have met 
with the Brentwood Business 
Partnership to discuss the way 
forward. I am confident that the 
Borough Council’s purchase of 
the Baytree Centre will help the 
town bounce back. 

Through the crisis, I have been 
constantly impressed by how 
local traders have showed 
true Essex business savvy in 
developing new ways of working 
and I have no doubt that many 
will emerge stronger. n

Tackling Unauthorised 
Development in the Green Belt

Farming for the Future
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In my meetings and discussions with primary 
and secondary school headteachers 
throughout the pandemic, the additional 
pressures on pupils and school staff have been 
clear. Yet local teachers, parents and children 
have proven their resilience, quickly adapting 
to online learning and covid-restrictions.

When restrictions have allowed, I have visited 
schools to hear about their experiences 
and how support is being given to the older 
students studying for exams. I know this has 
been a uniquely challenging time to be young 
and my heart goes out to all those whose final 
years at school have been so heavily disrupted. 

My Christmas Card Competition again 
attracted many entries from children across 
the constituency. The 2021 competition is now 

open and details on how local children can 
take part are available on my website. n

Schools Step Up to Support 
Pupils Post-Pandemic

Meeting Epping Forest District Councillors and Parish 
Councillors from Willingale and High Ongar to discuss 
unauthorised development 

ALEX BURGHART MP A strong voice for Brentwood and Ongar

Working with Brentwood Borough Council and Brentwood Business Partnership 
to breathe new life into our High Street businesses

Observing social distancing with Headteacher 
Dean Moran at St Thomas’s Junior School 

Discussing the impact of Covid 
and Brexit on local companies 
with Steve Wheeler of Wheelhome

Tractoring with Doddinghurst 
farmer, Roger McCheyne

Meeting Ongar Young Farmers

Farming is changing 
and, as the Member of 
Parliament for a largely 
rural constituency, I know 
the importance of ensuring 
farmers’ views are heard.

I meet with and talk to 
local farmers regularly 
to hear how they are 
adapting to the new 
landscape, including the 
implementation of our new 
trade deals with Australia 
and other countries and 
how the phasing out of 
Direct Payments will see 

a new system to deliver 
additional benefits to the 
environment, support 
local nature and boost the 
ecosystem.

A major concern for 
the farming community 
remains rural crime, mainly 
fly-tipping, equipment 
theft, and the dumping 
of hazardous waste. I am 
working with farmers and 
the Essex Police Rural 
Engagement Team to find 
ways of stamping these 
practices out. n



Lockdown has given local entrepreneurs time to make plans 
and Ongar is now buzzing with post-pandemic pop up shops 
and cafes sitting alongside some excellent local pubs – some 
of which have had a recent refurb.

There’s a great community spirit in Ongar with the Town 
Council, Town Forum and Neighbourhood Plan Community 
Group putting in the hours to boost the town – and things are 
gathering steam as the High Street comes back to life. 

I am talking to a range of stakeholders to make more of the 
town’s heritage and I continue to work with Essex County 
Council to try and find ways of discouraging the completely 
unacceptable use of the High Street as a cut through by huge 
lorries. n

Supporting Ongar 
High Street
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Bringing Your Concerns to the Heart of Government

Police Numbers Up Across Essex
The Government’s election 
promise to recruit an additional 
20,000 police officers by 
March 2023 is making good 
progress – 9,000 have already 
been recruited and, brilliantly, 
177 of them are already 
working in Essex. These 
nationally funded officers are 
on top of those directly funded 
locally through the policing 
precept. In total the number 
of officers working for Essex 
Police had increased by 500 
by April 2021 and will increase 
by a further 300 thanks to the 
excellent work undertaken by 
our Conservative Police, Fire 
and Crime Commissioner for 
Essex, Roger Hirst.

Mercifully this is a low crime 
area but we need to keep it 
that way. The local police have 
done a great job clamping 
down on night time trouble on 
Brentwood High Street and 
are working hard to disrupt 
county lines drug networks 
that involve vulnerable young 
people.

I’ve met with local farmers who 
are benefitting from the Police 
Rural Engagement Team in 
Essex, which is doing a great 
job in protecting those in rural 
areas and keeping businesses 

safer and free from crime.

The Brentwood and Epping 
Community Policing Team 
has dealt magnificently with 
Covid this year, taking action 
to break up large, illegal 
superspreader events and 
bringing the vandals who 
damaged All Saints Church in 
East Horndon and Wates Way 
Industrial Park to justice. n

At Brentwood’s Police Station with Essex PFCC, Roger Hirst

The future of Shenfield Library has been the subject 
of many conversations with residents in recent 
years. Our excellent borough councillors, Jan 
Pound and Thomas Heard, have been instrumental 
in working with Essex County Council Cabinet 
Members Cllr Louise McKinlay and Cllr Lesley 
Wagland to secure library services in the area. They 
are now keeping a close eye on the modernisation 
of the site which is being undertaken by Essex 
County Council. This will create a renovated library, 
a commercial space, and a number of flats ideal for 
those wishing to benefit from all Shenfield offers and 
its superb transport links. Libraries across the patch 
are finding new ways of working and it’s wonderful 
to see that those in North Weald, Ongar and 
Ingatestone now have a future ahead of them. n

Shenfield Library’s Future Assured 

Celebrating the future of the Shenfield Library 
service with local councillors Thomas Heard and 
Jan Pound

Meeting members of Ongar Town Forum and the Joseph King Trust

ALEX BURGHART MP A strong voice for Brentwood and Ongar

Keeping a police presence in 
Brentwood with Essex Chief Constable 
BJ Harrington. Photo by Ian Davidson

Discussing the impact of Covid-19 on the travel 
industry with Tourism Minister, Nigel Huddleston

Arriving at Downing Street to meet the Prime 
Minister. Photo by Ian Davidson

Campaigning with Cllr 
Jaymey McIvor to stop 
heavy lorries using 
Ongar High Street

Making the most of Ongar’s heritage with the Neighbourhood Plan 
Community Group and Epping Ongar Railway

Although I live in Ongar, Monday 
to Thursday I travel to London 
to represent my constituents in 
Westminster. I’ve recently been 
appointed Minister for Skills in 
the Department for Education, 
having previously spent two 
years as the Parliamentary 
Private Secretary to the Prime 
Minister. The PPS role meant 
I was not allowed to speak in 
the House but in the past year 
I have successfully raised the 
concerns of headteachers, 
wedding business owners, 

travel agents and local business 
people with ministers, advisers 
and other MPs and seen directly 
how Government policy has 
been amended as a result. I look 
forward to continuing to work 
with our local headteachers 
and apprenticeship providers 
in my new role which will 
cover Further Education, T 
Levels, apprenticeships, adult 
education, and a number of 
other issues central to the Prime 
Minister’s mission to Level Up. n
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Brentwood and Ongar 
Conservative Association has 
members and councillors in 
every part of the constituency 
and I am always grateful to 
them for their support. 

The local team welcomes 
new members to take part in 
social events, campaigns and 
to stand in local elections. 
Benefits of membership 

include the ability 
to help choose local 
candidates and have 
a vote in any national 
leadership elections, 
along with influencing 
Party policy and 
attending the 
Conservative Party 
Conference.

I am looking forward 
to the return of the 
wonderful Abridge 
Supper Club, which 

epitomises the community 
spirit of this lovely little 
Essex village. And now Covid 
restrictions are eased, I’ll be 
attending events featuring 
top-class speakers from local 
and national politics.  
In recent years we’ve heard 
from local Essex MP and 
Home Secretary Priti Patel, 
the then Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Philip Hammond 
and former Attorney General 
Geoffrey Cox QC MP.  This 
year the Rt Hon Jacob Rees-
Mogg MP has addressed 
Association members and 
more speakers will be 
welcomed in coming months.

Join the Conservative Party: www.conservatives.com/join

Brentwood and Ongar’s 
Community Spirit Shines Through
One of the pandemic’s silver linings 
has been the extraordinary community 
spirit which has burst out all over the 
area. 

I have been honoured to visit and 
speak to a huge number of groups 
who have emerged to help local 
people. Brentwood Food Bank and the 
Daily Bread Café in Hutton stepped 
up to provide food and support as 

the impact of lost jobs and children 
being at home for lengthy periods of 
time affected family incomes. People 
in Ongar were helped immensely by 
the Ongar Churches’ ‘Porch Pantry’ 
and 3Food4You, while village support 
groups and Brentwood’s Covid-19 
Mutual Aid did superb work. 

Van drivers helped deliver groceries 
and transported PPE from London hubs 

to local hospitals, while anyone with 
a sewing machine was recruited to 
sew scrubs for new and redeployed 
hospital staff working in Covid wards.

More churches, groups and individuals 
than I can name here did their bit. 
It was a truly admirable display 
and a collective spirit that we must 
take forward as we move out of the 
pandemic. n

Joining Brentwood Mayor, Cllr Olivia Sanders, to open the Daily 
Bread Café at St Peter’s Church in Hutton with its wonderful 
leaders, Andy, Lisa and Tracey Assisting with Brentwood Borough Council’s leaflet distribution

Catching up with BOCA members Kelly Herbert and Sim OwolabiWith BOCA Chairman Cllr Keith Barber
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